
1. The Basics (A1 Level) 

✅ Basic Questions 

▪ Do you have any siblings? 

▪ How many people are in your family? 

▪ Are you married? 

▪ Do you have children? 

▪ Is your family big or small? 

 



✅ Simple Answers 

▪ I have one brother and one sister. 

▪ There are four people in my family. 

▪ I’m married. 

▪ I have two children. 

▪ I’m an only child. 

▪ I come from a big family. 

Example: 

▪ There are five people in my family: my parents, my 

sister, my brother, and me. 



2. Slightly More Detailed (A2 Level) 

Now we add description. 

▪ My father works as an engineer. 

▪ My mother is a teacher. 

▪ My sister is younger than me. 

▪ I’m the oldest child. 

▪ I’m the middle child. 

▪ I’m very close to my family. 



▪ We live together. 

▪ My parents are retired. 

 

Example: 

▪ I’m the youngest in my family, and I’m very close to 

my parents. 

 

 



3. Talking About Relationships (B1 Level) 

Now we talk about emotional connection. 

▪ I get along well with my parents. 

▪ I look up to my father. (respect) 

▪ I take after my mother. (similar personality) 

▪ We don’t always see eye to eye. (disagree 

sometimes) 

▪ We support each other. 



▪ We’re a close-knit family. 

▪ I grew up in a traditional family. 

▪ My family means everything to me. 

Example: 

▪ Even though we argue sometimes, we always 

support each other. 

 

 



4. Different Family Types (B1–B2) 

▪ nuclear family (parents + children) 

▪ extended family (grandparents, cousins, etc.) 

▪ single-parent family 

▪ blended family 

▪ stepfather / stepmother 

▪ half-brother / half-sister 

▪ in-laws 



Example: 

▪ I come from a close-knit extended family. 

 

 

 

 

 



5. More Advanced & Reflective (B2–C1) 

Now we talk about deeper issues. 

▪ My family shaped who I am. 

▪ I was raised with strong values. 

▪ Family plays a central role in my life. 

▪ I feel a strong sense of responsibility toward my 

family. 

▪ My upbringing influenced my personality. 



▪ I have a complicated relationship with my family. 

▪ Distance has strengthened our bond. 

▪ Living abroad changed my relationship with my 

family. 

Example: 

▪ Growing up in a supportive family gave me 

confidence. 

 



6. Idioms & Expressions About Family 

Here are powerful natural expressions      

1. Blood is thicker than water 

Family bonds are stronger than other relationships 

▪ In difficult times, blood is thicker than water. 

2. Run in the family 

Common in the family (talent, illness, habit) 

▪ Musical talent runs in my family. 



3. Like father, like son 

Children are similar to their parents 

▪ He’s great at business — like father, like son. 

4. The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree 

Children resemble their parents 

▪ She’s hardworking, just like her mother — the apple 

doesn’t fall far from the tree. 

 



5. Black sheep of the family 

The different or “problematic” member 

▪ He’s considered the black sheep of the family. 

6. Bring home the bacon 

Earn money for the family 

▪ He works hard to bring home the bacon. 

 

 



7. Chip off the old block 

Very similar to a parent 

▪ That boy is a chip off the old block. 

8. Close-knit family 

Very emotionally connected 

▪ We’re a close-knit family. 

 

 



7. Very Advanced / Academic Language (C1–C2) 

Used in essays or deep discussions: 

▪ Family is the cornerstone of society. 

▪ My upbringing shaped my worldview. 

▪ I was raised in a conservative/liberal household. 

▪ Intergenerational relationships are important to 

me. 

▪ Family dynamics can be complex. 



▪ I come from a collectivist culture. 

▪ Family expectations influenced my career path. 

▪ There’s a strong sense of filial responsibility. 

Example: 

▪ In my culture, family ties are deeply rooted and 

highly valued. 

 

 



      Example Answers at Different Levels 

▪ A1: I have one brother and one sister. 

▪ A2: There are four people in my family, and we live 

together. 

▪ B1: I’m very close to my parents, and we support 

each other. 

▪ B2: I grew up in a traditional family where 

education was highly valued. 



▪ C1: My family played a crucial role in shaping my 

values, and despite living abroad, I maintain strong 

ties with them. 

 

 

 

 

 



     Cultural Note 

In English-speaking countries: 

Talking about family is common and friendly. 

But very personal topics (divorce, conflict, money 

problems) may be sensitive. 

“How’s your family?” is often just polite small talk. 

 


